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Lions Roar with Lion Mock
January is traditionally rest and relaxation
month for Toora Lions members, as we reenergise for the challenges of 2021. Hopefully
Covid–19 public health orders will not limit our
community activities this year as we prepare
for our first 2021 meeting on Wednesday February 3 at the
Mountain View Hotel under the leadership of President
Kathryn Larkin and offsider Lord Lester Thurston.
The Senior Citizens lunch is scheduled for St Paddy’s day, on
March 17. We have engaged the services of a professional
chef this year to tantalise the taste buds of our guests. It will

also be a timely occasion to think of club and community
members who are no longer with us, as we remember them.
Despite the 2020 lockdown which curtailed a lot of club
activities, Toora Lions Club, under the stewardship of
President Kathryn and her team, have been nominated for
two Gilgandra Shire Council Australia Day Awards. The first is
for Community Event, being the December Mardi Gras, the
second nomination is for Community Group of 2020 .
Great to see some acknowledgement and recognition of the
role Tooraweenah Lions Club members play in our local and
shire communities.

Councillor’s Corner with Cr Brian Mockler
Gilgandra region Shop Local Program, in its twelfth year, saw
a significant spend in the lead up to Christmas as the
community bounced back from years of drought and the year
that was 2020, due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Approximately 9,500 entries contributed over $1.56m to the
Gilgandra community. The concept for weekly multiple
shared winners was an innovation thanks to the input of
businesses and the Shire’s representative Economic
Development Committee. In conjunction with Gilgandra CWA
Evening Branch, council hosted Christmas Twilight markets
and launched the new laneways space between 3D’s
Butchery, with the theme Endless Possibilities. Council’s
laneways activation project has been funded through NSW
State Government programs and trials the transformation of
laneways, the riverside carpark, a shared zone and pedestrian
friendly area. The Business Improvement Grant (BIG IDEAS)
Program is a key part of the Grow Gilgandra program and has
been established to stimulate economic development
opportunities and investment in businesses in the Gilgandra
region. Businesses can apply in early 2021 for two rounds of
funding, up to $5k and $10k, matched for business projects.
Watch your area for soon-to-be-installed Gilgandra,
Tooraweenah and Armatree promotional signage.
Perform like a champ with gear from

Feral Pig Awareness Day, Catered, RSVP Essential
CENTRAL WEST Local Land Services
Coonabarabran Golf Club ,Tuesday 9 February, 9:00-3:30
Presentations and demonstrations. See page 6 for details

Local residents wishing to attend, urgently contact

Will Thorncraft E: will.thorncraft@lls.nsw.gov.au
M: 0437 467 148

TOORAWEENAH
TRADING CO
Your CRT Store in Tooraweenah
Post Office and Newsagency

*Back packs
*Drink bottles
*School shoes
*Joggers
*Canterbury shorts
* Great range of styles and colours
Call in and see Matt and Kelly Zell or
phone 0419 167 671

Contact Lester
for all your agricultural needs

Christie & Hood
Auctioneers
Stock and Station Agents
Real Estate
For all your livestock and property
requirements contact our:
Gilgandra Office: 6847 2033
Dubbo Office:
6884 3800

After Hours

Phone: 6848 1011 or 6848 1127
Paul 6847 2741
Tim 6889 6109
Colin 6884 3802

0429 472 741
0429 843 804
0429 843 802

Read the Toora Bungles at: http://www.gilgandra.nsw.gov.au/Live/Your-Community
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Tooraweenah Golf Club News with Sarah Hill
Despite the problems caused by Covid-19, meaning only fifty
per cent of matches could be played in 2020 the golf club had
a successful year. Membership grew slightly and sponsors
continued to support the club. New equipment in the form of
a ride-on mower and a second-hand bunker rake have been
purchased to help with the maintenance of the grounds.
This year the club is looking to build its membership even
more and is planning some ‘Hit & Giggle’ days where new
players can pair up with some of the club’s more experienced
players and learn how to swing a club, followed by some
‘novice’ games to encourage those who may feel a little
intimidated by the whole golf ‘thing’!
Upcoming days for your diary began with a working bee on
Saturday January 30. The next meeting is on Tuesday
February 9 at 6.30pm at The Mountain View Hotel. The
season will start on Saturday March 6.
The match program will be finalised soon and advertised in
the Toora Bungles, on Facebook, at the Mountain View and in
the CRT window. Keep your eyes peeled for further info!

Contacts:
Brett French,
Ash Starr
Email:

President
6848 1145
Secretary
0499 975 770
tooragolfclub@gmail.com

Mountain View Hotel News with Ash Jenkin
We hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable Christmas!
A massive thank you to my amazing staff for a testing but
rewarding year! A thank you to all my wonderful patrons who
have supported us through the year and for keeping business
ticking over!

Save the Dates
Saturday February 6 2021
Tooraweenah Cup at Gilgandra Races. Bus leaving pub at
11am, returning 6pm. Bookings essential at Mountain View.

Sunday February 7 2021 Free Event from 7pm
Nathan ‘Whippy’ Griggs
Australia’s Number 1 whip cracking entertainer
Saturday February 27 2021 8pm
Mud & Dust Stand Up Comedy
Open Mike Slots Available: Message ‘Mud & Dust Comedy’

The Mountain View Hotel’s Cool Beer Garden

International Women’s Day 2021
A Family Event
‘Picnic in the Park’
Presented by Tooraweenah CWA

THE LITTLE GECKO
COFFEE SHOP
16 Aimee Street Tooraweenah

Tel: 6848 1089

Sunday March 7 2021 at 4pm

Coffee, Milk Shakes,
Cold Drinks

* Activities for all ages

Toasted Sandwiches
Turkish Breads & Wraps

* Market stalls
* Refreshments
Or BYO Esky and Snacks
Enquiries to Beverley Pike

6848 1190

Small selection of groceries
A range of giftware

Open
Wednesday to Saturday 9am-1pm
*Please respect 1.5m social distancing

Open 7 days a week
From 12pm
Bistro hours
Lunch 12-2 Dinner 5.30-8pm
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Around The Traps with Lester and Police News with Constable Iain Hayes
Tooraweenah LPO
The Post Office is operating normal hours and we will try to
maintain normal service. Please keep up the social distancing
and sanitizing and hopefully we can remain Covid free.
Rainfall for Tooraweenah for January 2021 was 89.6mm over
three days.
Lions Clothing Bin
Residents who take advantage of the Lions clothing bin are
reminded that it is for clean clothing only.
Toora Lions Club
The club will hold its monthly meeting at the Mountain View
Hotel on Wednesday February 3 at 7 for 7.30pm. Please book
with Ash Jenkin on 6848 1017.
Congratulations to the Tooraweenah Lions Club on their
nominations for Gilgandra Shire Community Event of the
Year and Community Group of the Year. The club was
successful with the Community Group of the Year and Tess
Schulz collected the prize on behalf of the club.
Locals Sue Daly and Jim and Lyn McNaught have both

recently sold their homes in Tooraweenah to settle elsewhere.
The club wishes you all well and thanks you for your
contribution to the Tooraweenah community. Looking
forward to seeing everyone back for another year of serving
the community.
Telstra Tower 4G small cell.
The Telstra tower is progressing although its installation could
be a little slower than was originally thought. I can confirm
that all the relevant legal documentation has been completed
by the parties concerned and a DA for construction will go to
Gilgandra Shire Council’s next meeting. From that point it
should all be go ahead. The community has been very patient
and we hope the new service will be all we expected.
Safety Advice from Constable Iain Hayes
A timely reminder to all regarding speed zones in the
Tooraweenah township and particularly around the school.
School zone limits are 40km per hour and are enforceable and
it is essential that everyone uses seatbelts at all times.
Happy motoring and stay safe

Preschool News with Nominated Supervisor, Marie Jacobsen
Welcome back to Tooraweenah Preschool for 2021! We
hope everyone had a restful, fun and safe time over the
holidays, enjoying the rain even if it means extra mowing.
We are so excited about seeing our preschool friends and
their families too. We hope everyone received their special
letter in the mail prior to coming back to preschool.
Children attend preschool on Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday, 8am-3.30pm. There are still positions available on
these days if you’d like your child to come. Please give us a
call on 6848 1060 and we will send an enrolment package to
you or leave one with Lester and Helen at the Tooraweenah
Post Office. Thank you Lester and Helen.
With Covid-19 restrictions in place, parents are allowed on
the premises with their child on the first day to help get
organized. The first day is deemed ‘an essential service’,
however, after this families will be asked to stay at the front
gate of the school and staff will meet them there each
morning and afternoon. Our preschool bus service will
operate on Wednesday and Friday when we have staff
available and will only go to children who are not on an
existing school bus route and cannot access preschool.
Miss Sarah is back this year, working on Wednesdays and

Fridays, along with Miss Shannon and Miss Marie. Miss Marie
will work four days a week, with Tuesdays in the office and
Miss Shannon, three days, with Wednesday in the office.
A big ‘Thank You’ to preschool parent, Paul Lambell, for
realigning and laying the paving on either side of our new
bridge to complete our bike track circuit.
It looks
amazing! This bridge and bike circuit was a project from last
July and this was the final stage for completion. It will
certainly make a huge difference to our playground area and
we look forward to riding our bikes, and using the bridge in
general, when we play and explore. Thank you so very much
Paul and also a big thank you to Benn Jenkin and Matt Howard
for their assistance with this work. Also a big thank you to
Semmler’s Sand and Gravel in Gilgandra for donating the
cracker dust for the paving job. We are very grateful to you all
for your support and assistance.
As always, we are blessed to live in such a wonderful
community and are so fortunate to have such a wonderful
preschool right here in Tooraweenah. I look forward to
keeping you up-to-date about what is happening at preschool
through future editions of the ‘Toora Bungles’. Looking
forward to a fabulous year ahead!

SEED for SALE
Tropical digit grass $18/kg
Bambatsi panic grass $15/kg
Graded with good germ tests
available. Harvested April 2020

Phone Sonia 0428 550 909
Tooraweenah, can deliver

Luke Harvey
Owner/Certified Welder
Mobile Welding and Repairs
On-Site Service, No Job Too Small

Ph 0407 321 672
lmhwelding87@gmail.com
Our services include:
MIG TIG STICK, Air Arc Gouging
General Fabrication, Farm Equipment,
Earth Moving Equipment,
Trailers, Repairs

Call For A Quote Today
Contributors to Toora Bungles If convenient, please email copy of news and reports as an attachment in ‘Word’ document format, in Calibri or
Times New Roman size 10, 11 or 12 font. There is usually no need for underlining or special spacing. Thank you.
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Items repaired or replaced using

BASIC MACHINING
& WELDING

MENTAL WELLBEING

Depression

It’s not a matter of just being tougher or
more resilient … you’re in strife and you
can be helped

www.beyondblue.org.au or
Phone: 1300 224 636
youthbeyondblue.com
1300 22 4636
Anxiety Disorder Information:
1300 794 992

Simon Blackman
Mobile:
Home:

57 Miller Street, Gilgandra

6847 1502

Mental Health Line

1800 011 511—24 Hour access
Lifeline: 13 11 14
Men’s Line Australia
1300 789 978
Kids Help Line
1800 55 1800
Domestic Violence
1800 656 463
Alcohol & Drug Info Service
1800 422 599
Suicide Call Back Service
1300 659 467

0428 064 555
6848 1149

BENN JENKIN
CONTRACTING
DISC PLANTING

1300 794 991

Veterinarian
Nadine Allan BVSc Hons

SPRAYING
HARVESTING

Will visit Tooraweenah
second Tuesday each month

New equipment,
satellite GPS and

Phone 6847 1129

Offering you precision and no till planting,
creating higher returns and
pasture improvement

0428 485 314
‘

Mental Health Information

for appointment

Gilgandra Veterinary Clinic
2 Enterprise Drive
GILGANDRA NSW 2827

Mobile:

7

0427 471 129

FOR HIRE

ROBERT WALLER

Cool Room

Phone

‘Bob’s Plant Hire’
6848 3514
Mobile

Contact
Geoff or Bev Pike

0423 281 691
Need contour banks, roads
or small dams?

6848 1190

Contact Robert

GAVIN DUFF

Tooraweenah Caravan Park

CONTRACTOR
For all your building and carpentry
needs
Home maintenance and
improvements
No job too small

We are CLOSED to the
public until further notice

For an obligation free quote
please call

Ph. 6848 1154

AH: 6848 5345 or
0429 317 921

• Relaxed Friendly Atmosphere
• Pet Friendly
• Powered & Unpowered Sites
• Ensuite Cabius
• Pool
Resident Owners
Scott & Janelle Quilter

6848 1133
www.tooraweenahcaravanpark.com
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As we reported in the January edition, in late November
2020 the Tooraweenah district suffered the loss of three of its
well-known and respected residents, with the deaths of Sam
Blackman of ‘Gundair’, Len McKenzie of ‘Kanandra’ Gilgandra
and Lana Gale, late of ‘Glenore’ Tooraweenah. While we have
briefly acknowledged the contribution both Len and Lana
made to the local district, it is only now that we can record
some of the tributes made to Sam Blackman at the service
held for him at the Tooraweenah Showground.
Sam Blackman Sam Blackman, late of ‘Gundair’
Tooraweenah, passed away on November 18, 2020. At his
funeral service at Tooraweenah Showground, his wife Jill, sons
Simon, Timothy and Mitchel and their families were joined by
many friends who had known Sam for most of his life. As well
as Jill’s loving tribute and memories, vivid memories were
recalled in eulogies offered by Mitchel, John Estens, Shane
Buckley, Owen Cross, Dave McMaster, Fran Estens and Mary
Blackman.
All spoke with sincerity and warmth of the times they had
spent with Sam and his endless kindness to each. From 1950s
school days at Tooraweenah to those at The Scots School
Bathurst where Sam had his share of punishment for smoking
behind the hobby room shed; to the exploits and excitement
of rabbit and roo shooting; explosive ‘black powder' and
ammonium nitrate experimentation; fast cars and pretty girls,

Sam enjoyed life as a young man of his time. An underlying
theme was his selfless help and generosity. With a talent for
mechanics, experience with farming and an aptitude for
woodturning, many friends were grateful recipients of his time
and gifts. He produced beautiful objects from wood, giving
many to friends as well as selling them in the local district.
Sam’s knowledge and love of the natural world, its rocks,
plants, birds and other animals, stemmed from early
childhood rambles with his mother and her sister, Shane
Buckley’s mother. Fran Estens spoke with deep appreciation
of Sam’s support on the death of her husband, Geoff, a close
childhood friend of Sam, and of Sam’s ongoing assistance
whenever it was needed. Sam also contributed to many
organisations in Tooraweenah over his lifetime.
Sam’s marriage to Jill Black of Coonabarabran was the event
that tied together the strands of his life, with all speakers
acknowledging that Jill was the perfect wife for him. Their
long years together and the birth of their three sons saw the
family consolidated with a father who enjoyed patiently
sharing his knowledge of farming, mechanics, camping, fishing
and the universe itself. The marriages of Timothy and Mitchel
and the arrival of Sam and Jill’s grandchildren, brought more
happiness to the couple. As all have affirmed, Sam will be
sorely missed and fondly remembered for the important place
he held in so many lives.

Tooraweenah CWA News with Cath Waller
2021 has arrived and we
take the opportunity to
wish everyone a Happy
New Year and one free
from health concerns. We will all be
pleased if the Covid-19 restrictions can
be lifted before long.
Although our first meeting won’t be
until March 16, Tooraweenah CWA is
having a get-together at Sporties in
Gilgandra on February 10 at 11:30.
With New Year enthusiasm we will hold
a special International Women’s Day
event in the park at Tooraweenah on
Sunday March 7 with lunch for $11 per
person.
Full details are in the
advertisement in this edition with

enquiries and bookings to Bev Pike on
6948 1190. Of special interest will be a
guest speaker whose subject is the
country of Ecuador. Come along and
bring a friend.
The Tooraweenah Markets will
resume on the third Saturday in March,
the 20th. Sip ‘n’ Sew gets underway at
10am on March 9, with the first formal
meeting for the year to be held on
March 16 at 10am. Please continue to
bring your own morning tea to meet
Covid requirements.
With a busy year ahead, it’s …
“Bye for Now”, Cath Waller
There’s now a small borrowing library
on the verandah of the CWA Rooms.

CWA Rooms
Mountainside Beauty & Massage
Tooraweenah NSW

Massage, Facials, Skincare,
Tinting, Waxing, Mani/Pedi,
Gift Vouchers, Mobile Services

0439 470 549
mountainsidebeauty@hotmail.com
Appointments Via Phone
Or Facebook

Needing a Remedial, Sports,
Pregnancy or
Relaxation Massage?
Nicole is Diploma Qualified
and Health Fund Accredited
Located in Tooraweenah
For appointments call or text

Nicole Harte

0457 954 346

EMU LOGIC
Emu oil for sore joints and skin
problems, for you and your dog
Products available from
* The Gil Collective
* Coona Rural
* On-Farm
Visit us at:
www.emulogic.com.au.
or on Facebook: emulogic
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Tooraweenah P A & H Association News with Publicity Officer, Sue Armstrong
At the Show meeting on Monday January 25 it was decided
that Tooraweenah Show will handle catering for Team Roping
at the showground for nine events in 2021. After an initial
trial period to fine-tune the catering, the show will invite other
community organisations to share the catering workload.
Team Roping roster dates will be circulated in the March
Toora Bungles when feedback will be invited from interested
community groups and a roster can be finalised.
With the current inability of community groups to cater at
the Mountain View Hotel on Saturday evenings, the show also
proposes, as a trial, to commence catering for and by
community groups on the last Saturday of each month. This
catering will be held at the showground kitchen and shelter
shed. This proposal has been devised to give community
groups the opportunity to fundraise through catering
activities. Feedback is invited from interested community
groups, after which a roster will be prepared.
An Agricultural Grasslands Field Day is also in the planning
phase courtesy of show steward Brendan Butler. This will be a
major event in our 2021 show calendar and will hopefully
become an annual event.
A Covid Plan must be prepared and implemented for all
events and activities at the showground. A copy of this plan
must be lodged with the show secretary prior to any event.
The Agricultural Societies Council of NSW (ASC) has advised

that as for certain activities run by third parties at the
showground, the ASC insurance will need to record
Tooraweenah PA&H Association as an interested party on
their public liability certificate of currency.
The association looks forward to a good year in 2021. We
plan to have this year’s annual show, on Saturday October 16
within Covid guidelines, bigger and better than ever.
FERAL PIG AWARENESS DAY. CATERED EVENT, RSVP ESSENTIAL
Local residents wishing to attend
urgently contact Will Thorncraft
E: will.thorncraft@lls.nsw.gov.au M: 0437 467 148
CENTRAL WEST Local

Land Services

COONABARABRAN GOLF CLUB,TUESDAY 9 FEBRUARY 9:00-3:30

Central West Local Land Services invites land managers to
their feral pig awareness day. The event will feature
presentations and demonstrations from leading experts and
researchers on:
The National Feral Pig Action Plan; Research findings on the
effectiveness of different feral pig control methods; Latest
GPS tracking research findings; New Hoggone product
display; The JAGER PRO® remotely triggered Feral Pig MINE®
trapping system’; Results of local feral pig survey and plan
for action; Drones and thermal imaging technology products.

Hints From The Dog House with Brendan Butler, Oakfield Kelpies
Having run a kelpie stud for a couple of years now, it is good
to see some of the early progeny coming through to training
and working age. While most of the owners have their own
way of training their
pups, and if it works
for them then it is a
good way of doing
it, I occasionally get
asked for input on
when and how is
the best time and
way to start a young
dog.
My own
observation
and
experience
with
this is that we often
tend to be too
impatient wanting
to get the young

dogs out into the yards and paddocks and get them going.
A pup of four to six months is still very immature and the
best training advice for a pup of this age is to get them started
on a lead. Once they’re walking calmly with you, start
teaching them some skills like a stop, walking to heel, getting
them to stay in one place and eventually to sit and lie down
and come to you on command. A young pup at this age can
be let loose on some quiet sheep in a controlled yard to see
its level of instinct but should only work in short bursts so as
not having the pup lose interest.
If it doesn’t show interest all is not lost. A good way to help
get them keen is to tie them nearby so they can see and hear
another older dog working. I personally don’t like having a
young dog learn on the go with an older dog especially in the
paddock as they quickly learn to ignore your calls from a
distance, can knock up and lose interest and you lose all
control. Best to start them on their own with the basics one
task at a time with plenty of patience and repetition and
slowly build their skill and confidence.

Anglican Church

Presbyterian Church
Tooraweenah

9am
Gilgandra
Due to the current situation Sarah,
(Western NSW LHD), will not be
conducting any clinics

Grahame Yager
0428 866 525

Fourth Sunday at 9am
Reverend Peter Tamsett
6847 2036

